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majorities, and have in a measure intimidated many of our
own. men, our strong men. The last long session of Con-
gress was devoted chiefly to Radical party organization
and intrigue, while the Administration did nothing, and
the Radicals have now, consequently, extraordinary ad-
vantages in this contest. Opportunities have been lost and
opportunities have been thrown away. Issues have been
dodged and issues not forcibly met. If, therefore, we hold
our own we shall do well. We might have had a decisive
majority.

October 6, Saturday. I called at the Treasury this morning
to make inquiries concerning the removal of J. G. Bolles
from the office of Collector of Hartford, and the appoint-
ment of Doctor Grant. It was the work of Dixon when
I was absent with the President. McCulloch was by dis-
tinct understanding to have notified me before making
any change in that office. I reminded him of this. He was
embarrassed, but I think, as he asserts, he acted inadvert-
ently in this respect, not recollecting at the moment that
I was of Hartford. But to tell me this frankly, would, he
thought, not be complimentary.

Dixon should not have taken such a step without con-
sultation. Mr. Bolles was a good officer, correct and reli-
able. I presume he was inclined to Radicalism, and not
unlikely threw his influence quietly for that party. He
could do more in a silent way than many others by loud
and boisterous activity. His deputy, I have been repeatedly
told, was officiously busy and mischievous.

As Bolles and myself have been lifelong friends and old
brother-soldiers in many a political campaign, I could take
no part against him, if as objectionable as Dixon repre-
sents. Nor could I, nor can I now, under Dixon's state-
ments, severely remonstrate. Yet I think Bolles would
ultimately have come right. I hope he will still, for he has
a good, clear, and well-balanced mind, one that should
detect the errors and follies of Radicalism. But prejudices,